
sponsoring a Town Hall 

meeting with Alderman 

Patrick O’Connor at St. 

Gregory’s. We are also 

planning to host meet-

ings with our State and 

County elected officials 

throughout the year. 

 

The WEAR Garden:  It 

will soon be time to be-

gin cleaning and prepar-

ing our award winning 

garden at Ravenswood 

and Rosehill. We are 

looking for volunteers 

at help prepare and 

maintain the garden 

throughout the year.  

 

We need your help to 

make these events a re-

ality. Feel free to con-

tact any member of the 

Board with new ideas or 

to volunteer to help 

with these events. 

WEAR Board meetings 

are held monthly and 

are open to any WEAR 

member to attend.  

 

Thanks, 

David Woolwine,  

WEAR Board President   

Dear Neighbors, 

This is an exciting time 

to be part of the WEAR 

organization and our 

neighborhood. In addi-

tion to the record setting 

snow storm there is ac-

tivity with the Edge-

water Medical Center 

(EMC) property, a ref-

erendum on establishing 

a park on the site and 

preliminary proposals 

for developing the prop-

erty. You can read more 

about both of these in 

this edition of the news-

letter.  

The new WEAR Board 

met for the first time in 

January and in addition 

to the EMC site identi-

fied five areas to focus 

on this year. They are: 

Communication:  

Maurine Berens and 

Jane Donovan are look-

ing for ways to improve 

communication with the 

community through the 

newsletter, website and 

other venues. They have 

established a regularly 

scheduled quarterly 

newsletter for 2011. 

They are also leading 

the efforts on WEAR-

Share which you can 

read more about in this 

newsletter. 

Sustainability and Teen 

Programs:  

Angel Ysaquirre is in-

vestigating opportuni-

ties to partner with or-

ganizations on the north 

side of Chicago to intro-

duce summer programs 

for teens in our 

neighborhood. He is 

also looking into the 

feasibility of holding 

workshops on Safer 

Pest Control, Natural 

Lawn Care and Green 

Business training.  

 

Community Social  

Opportunities:   

Lisa Hand is planning 

neighborhood events 

including the annual 

Garden Walk, Hallow-

een Party and possibly a 

Summer Block Party 

and neighborhood yard-

sale.   

 

Political Involvement:  

It is important that 

WEAR maintain rela-

tionships with our 

elected officials. We are 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

WEAR Board   

Meeting, March 23,   

Experimental Sound 

Studio, 8:00 pm 

5925 N Ravenswood 

Neighborhood Town 

Hall Meeting with 

Alderman O’Con-

nor, March 28, 

2011, 7:30  pm, St 

Gregory Bingo Hall 

Beat 2012 CAPs 

Meeting, April 13th, 

7 pm, St Gregory 

Gym, 1609 W. 

Gregory 
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Friends of West Edgewater Park (FoWEP) have successfully placed a referendum on the upcoming mayoral 

ballot.  Following is a letter about the referendum sent to all  40tth Ward residents: 

Dear 40th Ward Resident, 

We want to take a moment to bring to your attention a local referendum regarding use of the closed Edge-

water Medical Center that will appear on the ballot for the February 22nd election in Precincts 22, 33, 41, 42 

& 46 in the 40th Ward. 

A referendum is a non-binding vote on a local question placed on local ballots through a petition process. 

This referendum was placed on the ballot by the Friends of West Edgewater Park (FoWEP), an independent 

organization of local residents not affiliated with the 40th Ward Aldermanic office. 

The referendum reads as follows: 

“Shall the City of Chicago develop a public park on the site of the former Edgewater Medical Cen-

ter, located in the 5700 block of North Ashland Avenue?  YES/NO” 

We are asking that you take the time to vote on the referendum on February 22nd. The purpose of this 

referendum is simply to gauge community support for the park initiative.  Please remember that this referen-

dum is non-binding and that its passage does not bring along any financial resources to accomplish the build-

ing of a park. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. 

Very truly yours,  

Patrick J. O’Connor, Alderman, 40th Ward and  

David Woolwine, President WEAR, Jim Donovan, President, FoWEP 

Neighborhoods 

Streets 

Policing 

Garbage collection 
and recycling 

Communication 

Edgewater Medical   
Center 

Support for a park 

Support of TIF funds 

for park development 

Tax Increment Financing 

Districts (TIFs) 

Transparency 

The WEAR Board sub-

mitted questions recently 

to the mayoral candi-

dates. The topic areas are 

listed below. To date, 

Gery Chico is the only 

candidate that has re-

sponded. His responses 

are posted on the WEAR 

website, 
www.WESTEDGEWATER.ORG 

Responses from the other 

candidates will be posted 

as they are received. 

The topic areas include: 

Allocation of funds 

Schools 

Strengthening 
neighborhood schools 

Addressing truancy 

Plans to work with 
the schools to im-
prove quality and 
costs 

Environmental Issues 

Candidate’s plans to 

make Chicago 

“green” 

   

UPCOMING ELECTIONS: FOWEP BALLOT REFERENDUM 

UPCOMING ELECTIONS:  

WEAR’S QUESTIONS FOR THE CANDIDATES 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING WITH EDGEWATER MEDICAL CENTER? 

mary creditor of the prop-

erty, Dexia Local Credit. 

A Brussels based bank, 

Dexia backed $55M in 

bonds on the property. 

How is the Property 

zoned?  In 2002 WEAR, 

working with the Alder-

man, had the property 

rezoned to R3, Residen-

tial, Single Family. This 

was done to ensure that 

any attempt to develop 

the property beyond sin-

gle family would require 

approval of the Alder-

man, the city of Chicago 

and input of the commu-

nity. 

What is the value of the 

property? At the request 

of WEAR, Alderman 

O’Connor requested an 

appraisal of the EMC site 

in August 2010. The site 

was valued as currently 

zoned at $5.3M. The 

demolition of the prop-

erty is estimated to cost 

$6.2M. 

Who are the Friends of 

West Edgewater Park?  

FoWEP began in early 

2010 as a sub-committee 

of WEAR to investigate 

the feasibility and interest 

of neighbors in develop-

ing a park on the EMC 

site.  FoWEP has since 

formed an independent 

501c3 organization dedi-

cated exclusively to de-

veloping a neighborhood 

park on the site.   

The organization has 20 

very active volunteers 

and hundreds of support-

ers. It is building commu-

nity support and consen-

sus for a park, contacting 

public officials, and in-

vestigating sources of 

private funding to supple-

ment public sources to 

purchase the land and 

build a park.  

FoWEP has placed a ref-

erendum on the ballot for 

the February 22 election 

to gauge community in-

terest in building a park 

on the site. Please see a 

copy of the Referendum 

letter on page 2 in this 

newsletter or talk to a 

WEAR Board member 

for further information. 

Who is Waveland Part-

ners?  Waveland Partners 

is a real estate marketing 

firm that has been com-

missioned by the owners 

of the property to develop 

a proposal, secure zoning 

changes and market the 

property to potential de-

velopers. Their current 

proposal is to build a 

mixed use residential and 

commercial building on 

Ashland Avenue with 

295 residences and busi-

nesses such as a grocery 

story on the first 

floor. They also propose 

building 16 single family 

homes along with a very 

small park (.2 acres).  

There has been a lot of 

activity surrounding the 

EMC site during the past 

few months and you 

likely recently received a 

flyer from a developer, 

Waveland Partners, as 

well as a letter from 

about the upcoming refer-

endum. No doubt this 

will continue to be the 

biggest challenge facing 

our neighborhood for the 

foreseeable future.  The 

following is a brief his-

tory of the hospital and a 

summary of the status of 

the property. 

The Edgewater Medical 

Center was founded in 

1929 as Edgewater Hos-

pital and was a signifi-

cant presence in health 

care on the north side of 

Chicago for about 70 

years. It was closed in 

2001 after the govern-

ment uncovered evidence 

of fraudulent billing and 

management practices as 

well as perform-

ing unnecessary medical 

procedures. Multiple 

criminal cases have been 

filed involving the hospi-

tal's past management 

and ownership. The com-

munity has been left with 

a shell of a building while 

creditors have fought 

over what assets are left. 

Who owns the property? 

In June 2008 the Federal 

Bankruptcy court 

awarded title to the pri-

What is WEAR’s posi-

tion?  WEAR supports 

efforts to develop a park 

on the EMC site. WEAR  

is also committed to thor-

oughly investigating and 

understanding all options 

proposed by the owners 

of the property.   

Most importantly, we are 

committed to including 

the community in the 

process and ensuring that 

all opinions are heard. 

What’s Next? The 

WEAR Board is in the 

process of scheduling a 

meeting with Waveland 

Partners to better under-

stand their proposal.  

The WEAR Board will 

also schedule a public 

meeting to hear all pro-

posals and get feedback 

from the community in 

the near future. We en-

courage all members of 

the community to show 

us your interest in a park 

by voting February 22 on 

the FoWEP referendum. 

 

 



On January 31st , WEAR 

co-sponsored a Town Hall 

Meeting with Cook Com-

missioner Bridget Gainer. 

Gainer represents the 10th 

District which includes the 

North Lakefront and por-

tions of the Northwest 

side.   

Commissioner Gainer 

shared her newly created 

'Citizens' Guide to the 

Cook County Budget' to 

provide a road map for 

taxpayers to the $3.5 Bil-

lion dollar annual budget.  

The following is a synop-

sis of the County budget: 

2011 Budget = $3.5 billion 

The largest source of reve-

nue for Cook County is 

Sales Taxes (29%) fol-

lowed by Property Taxes, 

which account for 20.5% 

of revenue. 

The three main functions 

of the County are: 

Public Health, Public 

Safety, Tax and Real Es-

tate Administration.  

 

Sixty-one percent of the 

budget ($2.1M) is dedi-

cated to personnel costs. 

Public Safety represents 

the largest function of the 

budget and supports the 

jail complex as well as the 

Sheriff, Chief Judge, 

State’s Attorney, the Pub-

lic Defender and the Clerk 

of the Circuit Court.   

45% of Public Health 

funds are allocated to 

Stroger Hospital.  Nine-

teen percent of funds are 

allocated to Provident 

Hospital in Hyde Park and 

Oak Forest in suburban 

Cook County. The fund 

also supports 16 clinics 

throughout the county.   

Among Commissioner 

Gainer’s goals for the 

County are: 

– To achieve a balanced 

budget with reduced Sales 

Taxes 

– To bring the County pen-

sion fund to long-term sol-

vency 

– To reduce the female jail 

population.  (Non violent 

offenders housed due to 

non-payment of fines and 

bail) 

For more information you 

can contact Commissioner 

Gainer at: 312-603-4210 

or  

Commissioner@BridgetGainer.com 

yard grills and patio furni-

ture. Please remember to 

keep your back gates 

closed and locked and to 

watch for unusual activity. 

To report graffiti you can 

call 311, and now also re-

port via email. Please at-

tach a photo. Emails 

should be sent to  

20thDistGraffiti@gmail.com 

The next CAPS meeting is 

April 13th at the St Greg-

ory gym. 

Officer L. Godinez re-

ported during the February 

9th Beat 2012 CAPS meet-

ing that the 2012 Beat con-

tinues to be a very low 

crime area. The 2012 Beat 

is bounded by Western, 

Foster, Peterson and Clark. 

Between December 8th 

and February 9th, there 

were 1,579 service calls, 

85 reported incidents and 

37 arrests.  

A resident from the Bow-

manville area reported 

some recent thefts of back-

LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEWS 

CAPS 2012 BEAT REPORT 
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"Flowers calm people 

down." Mayor Daley, 

quoted in “The Greening 

of Chicago,” Newsweek 

Magazine, August 4, 2003. 

Picture this: it is a really 

hot day in Chicago. It’s 

Sunday and you’re getting 

up late. You shower, put 

on a t-shirt and shorts, 

grab a mug of coffee and 

walk over to the new park 

on Hollywood and Ash-

land, where the old Edge-

water Medical Center 

(EMC) used to be. You see 

a neighbor, hanging out 

with his 3 year old daugh-

ter, who is running around 

like a maniac. You see 

another neighbor coming 

down the street with her 

two kids. You and the 

neighbors talk, while the 

kids run, yell and play.  

The air feels fresh, because 

those trees are sucking up 

carbon and pollutants, and 

cooling temperatures. At 

the other end of the park 

two teenage boys are toss-

ing a football. They used 

to be indoor Xbox junkies, 

but lately they’ve been 

outside using the park. Is it 

your imagination or do 

they look leaner and taller? 

And there on a bench is an 

older couple talking and 

enjoying the day.  

Or picture this: you are 

fried from your job. Traf-

fic was backed up, leaving 

you tense and irritated. To 

ease your tension, you 

walk around the block to 

the new park where EMC 

used to be. It is green and 

open and you notice you 

are no longer swearing 

under your breath. Your 

brain begins to ease up just 

looking into that space and 

your tension begins unrav-

eling. It is quieter; there is 

room to move. You look 

around to see if anybody is 

looking. Nope. You’re 

safe, so you do some 

jumping jacks and maybe 

a cartwheel. Your mind is 

getting quieter and for just 

one moment you hear 

birds.  

Or picture this: You get 

home from work, but can’t 

find a parking space on 

your street, which has be-

come the norm since the 

new high rise was built 

where EMC used to stand. 

You finally find parking 

and as you walk home you 

notice that your chest feels 

tight. You have developed 

asthma recently. Your doc-

tor has advised you to get 

out of the city to breathe 

cleaner air. Okay…..this 

scenario is a little morbid, 

so I’ll stop. But just think 

about what further conges-

tion on a large scale will 

feel like in our already 

congested community.  

A park sounds so much 

nicer than the increased 

pollution, cars, concrete, 

pavement, and heat that 

another development on 

that property would no 

doubt bring.  

strollers, toys, books, 

sporting goods 

-Barter services or lend 

household equipment  

-Share reviews of  residen-

tial services such as heat-

ing/cooling companies, 

plumbers, electricians, 

hairdressers, babysitters, 

and any other business you 

have had positive or nega-

WEAR SHARE is      

coming!  WEAR SHARE 

is our e-information vil-

lage. Let’s tap into our 

neighborhood resources 

and help each other out.   

In WEAR SHARE, 

WEAR neighbors can:  

-Advertise goods that you 

want to buy, sell, or ex-

change, such as bicycles, 

EDITORIAL, BY MAURINE BERENS, MEMBER AT LARGE 

WEAR SHARE 

“FLOWERS CALM 

PEOPLE DOWN” 

- MAYOR DALEY 

PAGE 5  

tive experiences with 

-Exchange information on 

resources that might be 

helpful to your neighbors 

 

Look for WEAR SHARE 

on our website this Spring! 
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of the city. 

Zoning Input. By working 

with Alderman O’Con-

nor’s office, WEAR has 

represented the interests 

of the community and 

help achieve projects such 

as Metro Pointe condo-

miniums, the Courts of 

West Edgewater, and 

Edgewater Square among 

others. Our goal is to pre-

serve the single family 

and lower density style 

housing that has long 

been a part of our commu-

nity. 

Public Safety/CAPS. 

WEAR strives to provide 

input to the CAPS pro-

As the city continues to 

undergo changes, our in-

dividual communities 

play a crucial role in help-

ing to improve and shape 

our quality of life. Over 

the last 18 years WEAR is 

proud of the fact that we 

have made significant 

contributions in the fol-

lowing areas: 

Neighborhood  

Beautification. In 1994 

WEAR established the 

community garden along 

Ravenswood Avenue. In 

2008 WEAR again won 

1st place in Mayor 

Daley’s Landscape Award 

Program for the north side 

gram and address quality 

of life and safety issues to 

the residents in our area. 

Community Meetings  & 

Social Events. Our meet-

ings help bring people 

together and provide a 

forum to help keep you 

aware of news that affects 

our neighborhood. Last 

Summer, WEAR again 

hosted a neighborhood 

garden walk, and in Octo-

ber, hosted a Halloween 

party at the Fireside Res-

taurant. The Fireside con-

tinues to be a good 

neighbor and generously 

donated $255.73 in pro-

ceeds to WEAR. This 

year we look forward to 

hosting more social events 

where neighbors can meet, 

share common interests, 

learn neighborhood news 

and develop goals for our 

community. 

These are just a few of the 

things that have made 

WEAR an effective 

neighborhood organiza-

tion, working to keep West 

Edgewater a desirable 

place to live. If  you share 

our interest in the commu-

nity, we encourage you to 

join WEAR at a nominal 

cost of an annual member-

ship.  

 

David Woolwine, President 
(312)203-4577, DWRU@aol.com 

Chris Swan, Vice-President 
(312)799-5700, SWAN@RSMR.com 

Nancy Watson, Treasurer 
(773)561-7418, nkw31@hotmail.com 

Jane Donovan, Secretary 
(773)769-8130, jdonovan45@gmail.com 

Lisa Hand, Member at Large 
(773)793-3649, Lisa.Hand@gmail.com 

Maurine Berens, Member at Large  
(773)907-0914, 

maurine65@hotmail.com 

Angel Ysguirre, Member at Large 
(773)933-558, 

angel.ysaguirre@gmail.com 

YOUR 2011 WEAR BOARD 
If you live in the neighborhood bordered by Bryn Mawr to Peterson, 

and Clark to Ravenswood, WEAR is your local neighborhood or-

ganization. Founded in 1993, WEAR fosters a greater sense of com-

munity in our neighborhood and creates an identity within the 

greater Edgewater area.  

WEAR Membership Application Form 

Name(s)______________________________________________ 

Address: 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

Phone: 

______________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________ 

Please make your check payable to WEAR Membership and send to  

1645 W. Hollywood Ave, Chicago, IL 60660. Your membership card will 

be sent to you.  

 

Benefits of membership include a 10% discount at Marx Ace Hardware, 

5820 N. Clark St. Be sure to present your card to receive your discount.  

Membership Rates: 

Individual/Household   $10 

Senior (age 65 or older) $5 

Business         $20 

 

WHO IS WEAR? 
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