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BY BOB KITSOS

One of Edgewater’s white elephants, the long-shut-
tered Edgewater Medical Center in the 5700 block of 
North Ashland, continues to be the focus of develop-
ers, local residents and 40th Ward Alderman Patrick 
O’Connor.

The former medical center, which closed in 2001 
when executives were found guilty of fraud and mal-
practice, has had numerous suitors since its closure 
but, thus far, no carved-in-stone plan has been de-
veloped.  

More than 20 state and city representatives met 
behind closed doors in October to discuss plans for 
the just-under 3-acre site. One big problem is that it 
could cost more to demolish the site then it’s worth.

In addition to O’Connor, who chaired that meeting, 
Heather Steans from the 7th State Senate District; 

Congresswom-
an Jan Scha-
kowsky, 9th 
Congressional 
District; Chi-
cago Park Dis-
trict Superinten-
dent chief Tim 
Mitchell; Harry 
Osterman, state 
representative 
from the 14th 
District; and 
Gregory Har-
ris, 13th District 
State Represen-
tative, attended 
the meeting.  

Expressing the 
feeling of many 
at the meeting, 
Congresswom-
an Schakowsky 
said, “We re-
ally want to see 
this site demol-
ished.  This is an 
eyesore for the 
community.”

Although no game plan was developed, O’Connor 
urged the representatives to go back to their residents 
to determine possible opportunities that the site pres-
ents.  

Current controllers of the site, the former medical 
center’s creditors spearheaded by the European Bank, 

Dexia Credit Local, have now inked Waveland Part-
ners LLC, to develop a mixed-use development. 

The proposed name, “The Residences at Edge-
water Park,” calls for 16 single-family homes, 295 
luxury residences, a gourmet grocer, underground 
parking, a specialty shop and neighborhood park at 
the southeast corner of Hermitage and Edgewater. 

The plan has not received approval from the city’s 
planning and zoning committees, despite some scal-
ing back by Waveland Partners.

One of the owners of Waveland Partners, Ed 
Polich said, “We feel the plan is a good one and a 
good opportunity for the community, but we’re also 
sympathetic to the needs of the residents.”

There is also a push from local residents to de-
velop the site into a city park.  

Jim Donovan, a spokesperson for Friends of West 
Edgewater Park, said, “We are critically deficient of 
park space; there’s a huge need for more green space 
in this area.”  

The idea for a park will be called into question on 
the Feb. 22 ballot. 

An advisory referendum will ask: “Shall the city 
of Chicago develop a public park on the site of the 
Edgewater Medical Center in the 5700 block of 
North Ashland?”  

The question will be on ballots in the 22, 33, 41, 
42 and 46 precincts.

Donovan said that approximately 90 percent of 
residents he queried approved the park idea.  

Although the referendum is not binding, the con-
sensus is that a strong showing will show the city 
and Alderman O’Connor that the residents are seri-
ous about a park.  

O’Connor said, “I’ve met recently with neighbor-
hood groups, and I’m happy to explore any possibil-
ity for the site.  The $20 to $30 million cost to con-

New tenant for former Edgewater 
Medical site still undecided

It remains to be determined if the Edgewater Medical 
site will become a mixed-use development or a park. 
- Photos by Bob Kitsos

BY KRISTEN BARBARESI
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With Chicago’s affordable 
housing ordinance in limbo, little 
relief is in sight for North Side 
families struggling with typically 
high housing costs.

The proposal, made by Ald. 
Walter Burnett (27th), is called the 
Sweet Home Chicago ordinance. 

It would dedicate 20 percent 

another council delay leaves affordable housing 
advocates feeling more bitter than sweet

of tax increment finance money 
to renovate foreclosed properties 
and fund new affordable housing. 
That translates to about $100 mil-
lion, as opposed to the $2 million 
that goes toward affordable hous-
ing now.

“It [the ordinance] will address 
the huge foreclosure crisis in the 
city. It will allow for the creation 
of new affordable housing,” said 
Mary Tarullo, a member of the 
Lakeview Action Coalition, a 
neighborhood group that supports 
the ordinance.

At Wednesday’s City Coun-
cil meeting, the ordinance, along 
with an alternative proposal by 
Ald. Patrick O’Connor (40th), 
were tabled in a vote of 28-19. 
The ordinances are now set to be 

Artist’s renderings of potential 
mixed-use development by Wave-
land Partners that includes a small 
park.
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BY PATRICK BUTLER

After 10 months of frustra-
tion waiting for his Clean Power 
ordinance to come out of limbo, 
49th Ward Ald. Joe Moore called 
his own ad hoc hearing, complete 
with several dozen witnesses.

The measure is co-sponsored by 
17 aldermen and aimed primarily 
at two coal-fueled electric power 
generating stations – the Fisk and 
Crawford plants at 1111 W. Cer-
mak in Pilsen and 3501 S. Pulaski 
Road in Little Village.

According to witnesses ranging 
from former Chicago Environ-
ment Comr. Henry Henderson to 
Warren Lavey of the Environmen-
tal Law and Policy Center, those 
two plants alone cost $27 million 

a year in health care costs and ac-
count for 10 percent of Chicago’s 
greenhouse gas emissions.

While those two plants are miles 
away from the North Side, at least 
two local residents have learned 
firsthand that pollution knows no 
ward boundaries, Moore said.

Two of Kathleen McCarthy’s 
three kids are asthmatic, one seri-
ously enough that “we still have 
the occasional white knuckle drive 
to the hospital” where there’s no 
wait in the emergency room be-
cause his attacks are considered 
life-threatening.

“We live in a home without car-

Pollution cleanup 
measure pushed

pets or pets. And we would never 
allow a smoker in the house.  And 
we can’t have any stuffed animals.   
While my husband and I don’t 
have any control over the air he 
breathes in the back yard, the ball 
field or the playground, you do,” 
McCarthy told Moore and several 
other aldermen sitting in on the 
Feb. 14 hearing.

For Lincoln Park’s Teri Brad-
ley, the situation is a little more 
complicated.

Her two daughters, 9 and 12 
years old, both have cystic fibro-
sis, which Bradley describes as a 
“genetic, life-shortening illness 
that affects the respiratory system 
and the pancreas” and is aggravat-
ed by industrial pollution.

“Before we go out on any given 
day, we have to check the particu-
late scale on the weather channel 
to see if it’s safe to go out.  When 
the scale is too high, they can’t go 
to the park, ride the Ferris Wheel 
at Navy Pier, or go to the Diversey 
miniature golf course. We’re 
homebound because of the pollu-
tion in the air,” she said.

But that’s only part of the prob-
lem, added Bradley, noting that 
her oldest is in seventh grade at 
Abraham Lincoln School, where 
she’s currently studying how the 
city and state government works.

“She knows I’m here today be-
cause a big business is being al-
lowed to break the law and dam-
age her lungs. What do I say? That 
it’s just politics?  Somehow it 
doesn’t seem like the right way to 
explain this to a seventh grader,” 
she said.

The two plants owned by Mid-
west Generation, have been under 
fire for years from community and 
environmental groups who believe 
the company should have cleaned 
up or packed up a long time ago.

Complaints to state and federal 
agencies have gotten nowhere, ac-
tivists complained at the Feb. 14 
meeting.

“At a time when the federal and 
state governments have abrogated 
their responsibilities for protecting 
the public’s health and welfare, 
it’s incumbent on elected officials 
closer to the people to step up to 
the plate and protect the health 
and well-being of our residents.

“And that’s exactly what this 
ordinance does,” added Moore, 
noting that the Clean Power Or-
dinance would bar the two plants 
from continuing to use coal, but 
would allow use of natural gas, 
which both stations are capable of 
using, he said.

Right now, he said, the ordi-
nance has 17 co-sponsors, with 
24 supporters needed for passage, 
Moore said, “so this is going to 
have to be a team effort.”

While those two plants 
are miles away from 
the North Side, at least 
two local residents 
have learned firsthand 
that pollution knows 
no ward boundaries.

voted on at a March 9 meeting.
O’Connor’s proposal would 

make using  20 percent of TIF 
money a goal rather than a man-
date. That could actually decrease 
the percent of TIF money the city 
spends on affordable housing, 
critics say.

“It will decrease, by about 75 
percent, because it would allow 
the city to count forms of subsidy 
and financing other than TIFs,” 
Tarullo said.

TIF money accumulates when 
the city directs property taxes to 
a special fund to help develop a 
community or other geographic 
area that is struggling. Even so, 
TIF districts now cover much of 

housing see p. 2

Lakeview Action Coalition 
call for diversion of 
TIF funds to pay for 
renovations of foreclosed 
homes converted to 
affordable housing

rogers Park  
Man freezes  

to death 
Rowland Draper, 60, was 

found dead on the 2000 block 
of W. Birchwood Ave. Feb. 15 
in Rogers Park possibly dy-
ing from cold in his unheated 
residence.

Draper was pronounced 
dead at 1:45 a.m. The Cook 
County Medical’s Examiner 
is slated to conduct an autop-
sy to determine the cause of 
death, officials said, however 
Draper’s death could be cold 
weather related.

A total of 11 other Chicago 
fatalities this winter may have 
also been caused by cold.

Every man has his secret sorrows 
which the world knows not;  
and often times we call a man 
cold when he is only sad.

—  Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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CLEAN CAR CORNER

1/2 OFF  
ANY WASH!

Reg. $4 NOW $2.00!
Reg. $5 NOW $2.50!
Reg. $7 NOW $3.00!
Reg. $8 NOW $4.00!Soft on your Car - Soft on your Wallet!

5454 N. DAMEN

Gentle Touch Lambscloth

Exp. 3/1/11

CAR
WASH$250

TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC CAR WASH

• 2 LOCATIONS •

5450 N. DAMEN
(at Bryn Mawr)

5970 N. CLARK
(at Ridge & Peterson)

OPEN 7 DAYS

Super Spray!

Exp. 3/1/11

OPEN FOR YOUR BUSINESS
7am to 10pm Every Day!

2111 W. Fullerton
(Just East of Expressway)

The NEW

• STATE OF THE ART •
Exterior Conveyor Wash

$3, $6, $10, Washes  
or $12 (Best Buy)

“The Works!”
includes Rain X & Armour All  

on Tires plus a 5 Day  
Re-Wash Guarantee!

EXPRESS 
CAR & VAN  

WASH

FREE Vacuuming - 17 Stations

It’s free and easy to sign up  
to receive daily deals in your email inbox.  

Just visit: WWW.OFFERSUP.COM
Enter your email address, and get in before the OffersUp!

OffersUp is owned and operated right here in Chicago!

www.OffersUp.com

Incredible Discounts on:
Bars and Restaurants, Salons & Spas,

Yoga & Fitness Classes, Theatre & Sporting Events, Shopping and Nightlife,
And much, much more!!!!

Daily Deals In Your Neigborhood

statefarm.com™
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois

Ed Corrigan, Agent
4538 N Western Avenue
Chicago, IL
773-878-1200

State
Farm
Agent

“Count on me 
to provide the best

homeowners
insurance value
in town.”

The Cristo Rey Network has 
recognized Loyola University 
Chicago as one of its National 
University Partners for the 2010–
2011 academic year, as part of 
the organization’s ongoing com-
mitment to ensure all Cristo Rey 
Network graduates have access to 
the academic, social, and finan-
cial support they need to complete 
their college degree. 

As a partner, Loyola, along 
with the other partner universi-
ties, commit to support Cristo Rey 
Network’s low-income, urban 
students in a number of ways, in-
cluding scholarship programs, job 
sponsorship, and pre-college sum-
mer enrichment programs.  

Loyola has hosted professional 
development programs for princi-
pals, faculty, and college counsel-
ors through the initiative. 

In addition, as a national part-
ner, Loyola and other universities 
have generously invested directly 
in the Cristo Rey Network to ad-
vance its mission and impact.  

“Loyola University Chicago is 
grateful for being selected as a Na-
tional University Partner with the 
Cristo Rey Network,” said Loyola 
President Michael J. Garanzini, 
S.J. “This partnership provides 
Loyola the opportunity to contrib-
ute to one of the most innovative 

Loyola provides support  
for low-income urban students

From Saturday, February 19 un-
til May 29, the Edgewater Histori-
cal Society is pleased to present 
their next exhibit, “Andersonville 
- Historic District Exhibit.” 

The exhibit and entry is free, 
donations are welcome. The loca-
tion of the EHS Museum is 5358 
N. Ashland Ave. Their new hours 
are Saturdays and Sundays from 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

edgewater 
Historical 

Society Museum 
opens  

new exhibit

Mayor  
to attend  

Misericordia 
breakfast

644 W. Melrose, Unit 3E

Spacious Top Floor 2 Bedrooms + A Den, in quiet center entrance 6-unit Bldg. in 
the East Lake View community. Hardwood (oak) floors throughout, vintage trim & 
details.  Large Living Room with Fireplace, Formal Dining Room seats 10+ Great 
Private deck overlooks the landscaped rear gardens.  Unit also features Newer 
Windows, Kitchen cabinets & Appliances, Abundant closet space + additional 
storage in basement.  Zoned Street Parking.

Michael F. Parish, Broker

If your property is currently listed with another company, please do not consider this a solicitation.

Direct: 773-883-2445
Office: 773-549-1855

CALL ME NOW!

 

For new customers. Valid at
participating locations. Cannot be
combined with other offers or used
toward past services. One coupon

per return. Valid 2/1-2/28  

2342 W Lawrence Ave
Lawrence & Western
Chicago IL 60625
773-541-2026

$50 OFF

5149 N. Ashland Avenue • Chicago • 773-561-5147
820 Talcott Road • Park Ridge • 847-823-5122

www.nelsonfunerals.com

Funeral and Cremation Services
Family owned and operated since 1929

Does your family know your wishes? 
Pre-planning makes sure they do. 

We can help with the details. 
Give peace of mind to you and your family.

Please call for a free appointment.

educational movements in our 
country. It will also allow Loyola 
to continue our commitment to 
providing access and support to 
first-generation college students.” 

Only 1 in 10 low-income stu-
dents beginning high school com-
plete a post-secondary degree by 
age 24. 

Students completing a college 
degree earn, on average, $1 mil-
lion more over the course of their 
lifetime.  With the launch of its 
University Partner Initiative less 
than two years ago, the Cristo 
Rey Network began formalizing 
strategic relationships with col-
leges and universities committed 
to supporting the Cristo Rey Net-
work graduates and its member 
schools.    

“I am excited by the growth and 
shared learning that is happen-
ing in this initiative,” remarked 
Rob Birdsell, President & CEO 
of the Cristo Rey Network. “We 
are humbled to have several new 
universities joining us in our com-
mon mission to transform urban 
America one student at a time. 
We know that it is through such 
mission-driven collaboration that 
our students will achieve their 
dreams of success in college and 
in their career.” 

A CREW FROM DETAILS DETAILS,
INC. CAN TRANSFORM YOUR PILES
OF BOXES AND WALL HUGGING
FURNITURE INTO LIVABLE SPACE
YOU CAN CALL HOME. WE’LL
UNPACK, ORGANIZE AND CLEAN.
YOU  TAKE THE CREDIT.    

773 282 0059

MOVING? 
ALREADY MOVED 
AND LIVING LIKE 

AN EIGHTH GRADER?

DETAILS DETAILS, INC.

All are invited to the new Sit & 
Knit Sundays events at the Swed-
ish American Museum, starting 
Feb. 20. 

This is an informal knitting get 
together for all skill levels, for 
some Sunday afternoon fun. 

Bring a project you are current-
ly working on, or purchase yarn at 
the Museum Store and start some-
thing new. 

Bring your own needles and 
patterns. This is a free event, no 
reservations necessary starting 2 
p.m. Feb. 20 at 5211 N. Clark St.

Sit and knit

A special breakfast benefits 
the children and adults of Mise-
ricordia Home featuring Mayor 
Richard Daley at 8 a.m. March 
10 in the Jean Marie Ryan Center 
at Misericordia Home, 6300 N. 
Ridge Ave.

Misericordia provides a net-
work of services and a continuum 
of care for more than 600 children 
and adults with mild to profound 
developmental disabilities.

The individuals supported by 
Misericordia are from diverse eth-
nic, religious and socio-economic 
backgrounds.

For more information, contact 
Kevin Connelly at 773-273-4167 
or kevin@misericordia.com.

vert the site quoted by the Park 
District might be somewhat high, 
but even if the cost is $15 to $20 
million, we simply don’t have the 
money at this time.”

The possibility of a mixed-use 
development on the site is not 
Donovan’s choice.  

edgewater from p. 1

Richard Daley. Wednesday’s ta-
bling of the proposal was the third 
time parliamentary tactics were 
used to postpone a vote.

“They [aldermen opposing the 
proposal] have so many tricks in 
their bag of tricks that we are not 
surprised by anything,” said Jen-
nifer Ritter of the Lakeview Ac-
tion Coalition.

Before the next vote, the Sweet 
Home Chicago Coalition plans to 
petition aldermen and aldermanic 
candidates. While the vote will 
come during the lame-duck ses-
sion, support from incoming al-
dermen could be important.

“We think we’ll pick up votes 
in the election,” Beal said. “We 
have candidates at candidate fo-
rums who say they support it. It 
will pass.”

He said, “We don’t want to turn 
this area into Wrigleyville. In ad-
dition to the much-needed park 
space, we feel it will also benefit 
the businesses in near-by Ander-
sonville.”

Donovan estimated the cost of 
a park occupying the entire site at 
approximately $10 million.
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